The operation of dilatation of the cervix with curettage of the uterus is probably the most common surgical procedure in gynaecological work. It 
during the carrying out of the operation even when the greatest caution is being exercised by the operator who may have, with careful forethought, anticipated some special difficulty.
In the text-book of Gynaecology, edited by him, Howard Kelly In both these cases the patients were parous and the cervices had received previous obstetrical damage, as evidenced by the fibrosis in the parametrial tissues in the bases of the broad ligaments. In one the cervical canal was slightly patent, in the other the canal was closed.
In neither was real difficulty anticipated.
In both, marked damage resulted from the dilators. (It may be stated here that the patients were treated by different operators.)
In the great majority of instances when perforation of the uterus or laceration of the cervix lead to excessive haemorrhage, treatment by firm packing for twenty-four hours is all that is required; in a few cases deep stitching of the cervix through the vagina is necessary. 
